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SCIENTISTSDOUBT 'SAUCER' THEORY

WASHINGTON,
Thursday(AAP
Reuter).— A

top-level

groupof American

scientists challenged to-
day theoriesthat"fly-
ing saucers" were
spaceshipsflown from
distantplanetsby little

greenmen.
A report commissioned

by theUS AirForceat a
cost of $US500,000 (about
($A428,600)declaredthat

a two-year investigation

had uncoveredno evi

dence that "flying sauc-
ers", or UFOs (unidenti-

fied flying objects), came
from beyond earth.

The 1,450-pagereport
was endorsedby the Na-
tional Academy of
Sciences, which said there
seemed no reason to

doubt its conclusions.

But the reportis certain

to set off a new furore

from groupswhich claim
the Air Force suppressed

information suggesting
that UFOs mightbe real
and a threatto US secur-

ity.

One body,the National

One body,the National

InvestigationsCommittee
on Aerial Phenomena, a
privateorganisationgath-
eringreportson UFO
sightings, has called a
press conferencefor to-
morrowto discussthe re-
port.

Last year the committee

chargedthat the two-year
scientificstudy,led by Dr

Edward Condon of the
Universityof Colorado,

which supervisedthe
project, lacked

impartiality.

The Colorado scientists

decided that therewas no
scientificevidence proving
that flying saucerscame
from another civilisation

in outerspace.

The scientistssaid that
about90 per centof all
UFO reports provedto be
plausiblyrelatedto ordinary

phenomena misinterpreted

by observers.

Theysaidlittle,if any
thing,had ccme from the
studyof UFOsin the past

21 yearsthat had added

to scientificknowledge.

Furtherextensivestudy
of UFO sightingswas not
justified, the report disclosed.

Nor was there evidence

that UFO sightings
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representeda defence
hazard or threat to the US.

Of the
unexplained

UFO
sightings reported over the
years, the report said
there were so many

reasonable and possible
directions in which answers

might
eventually

be found
that there seemedno
reasonto attribute them to
extra - terrestrial sources.

The reportadded,"The
subjectof UFOshas been
widely

misrepresented
to

the publicby a small
numberof

individuals
who

have given
sensationalised

presentations

in writings

and publiclectures.

"Sofaras we can judge

not many peoplehave
been misledby such
irresponsible behaviour,but
whatever effectthere has
been has been bad".

The investigationwas
the most exhaustive ever
undertaken in the flying

saucers controversy.

The reporttook issue
with what it called sensational

journalists'statements
that UFOs showed a
marked tendency to be
seen more often near
military installations.


